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I talkedNto Sunner2g10s this morning regarding E mrar 


information we have received the contemplated Alsop articles ^w 
። 15s — ⸗ 


in the Saturday Evening Post. Bios' first 2D was that kiss 05807 
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it would be well for the Director to call Be ibbs on the 

telephone personally. I then explained the Henny Pringle articles, 
,Blos thought the thing to do was to call BeverlLypsnith, Washington: 
editor of the Post, who was formerly on the staff of American Magazine, ` 
and tell him that Blos suggested that I see him, and let Blos know the 
results so that he could figure out something else if this does not 
work. 


I spent approximately an hour with Beverly Smith this morning. ۱ 
You will recall him from our association several years ago in connec e, 
with the article VA juvenile delinquency. Smith has been friendly in ' 


the past. I am reporting somewhat in detail exactly what I told him “= 
for possible future reference should it be needed for reference purposes. 
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I outlined to Smith that we had received word from three sources 
in the past couple of days;that we were not prepared to vouch for the 
accuracy of the information; that it could be Washington scuttlebutt, 
but that, nevertheless, the information did concern us considerably, 
that the information briefly was as follows: that Stewart Alsop was 
ihvestigati تمس کف‎ ንድ የን 2223 to various people around town to 

e point where it was becoming a matter o of. gossip; ip; that he U „LaS 7 going 
Tle for. Saturday Evening Post ORICH. would. | “Gould. "get the 
Director; that the article e would ĊOndenn. the. Bureau. along he lines of 
the Federal employee Loyalty program, that we were Applying. the-same 
investigative. techniques to this program. that we applied to White 
Slave e and bunk robbery cases; that the Director ħas- a number. of enemies 
in the Government; that Stewart ATsop is working with Marty Sommers, 
Saturday Evening lost editor who is going to handle the approval and 
publication of the. — that Sommers hates the Director[sS guts. 


—4525206-— 
I told Smith we A SB ioo ረ።=ሯሂ።ሪራ: irst, the 
Alsops had demonstrated over an eġtehdċti period of time their bias towards 


the Bureau. ፲ outlined that er to ys had been in OSS, that OSS 
had: conducted an undercov vor çe? npatgn bex-—the.Bureau ዐሄቕ፡ of the 
intelligence field. I emphasized the point Whatiguncerthe Director 
has headed the Bureau we have never souge WEQELS $ in 1939 the late ° 
FDR planned to merge all intelligence investigative Fg and put 
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the Director in charge, that the Director personall taki ed the 
President out of this. E 







I outlined specifics in connection with tne ecent articles 


about which we protested to the head of the NY Herald-Tribune ss 
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Memo for Ur. Tolson, 9/26/47 





I advised of the exchange of correspondence and the impasse that was 
reached. ፲ advised of the conversation several months ago with 

Stewart, then with Joseph Alsop in connectign with their desire to 
secure information on the coverage of Legftressman at the CIO Conven- 
tion. I told Smith off the record that of. course there was a certain 
amount of truth to this, but that we could not talk about it for 


publication. He said of course’ we could not and that he did not see how 
any reasonable correspondent would expect us to. 


I then pointed out that the second basis for concern was 
more delicate. ፲ outlined the ġe FL-UE መሬ article Vorooping on 
the Potomac." ፲ told Smith how ngle came to the Bureau before he  , 
write the article, that he had three cases wherein the Bureau was 
allegedly at fault; that we sat down with him, pulled the files, 
how he sat in our office and made the admission that he did not have all 
the factssthat our version altered the case; yet tn the article he 
made no.mention of his talk with us and made no mention of the three 
cases other than to cite them as he had written them prior to his talk 
with us. I told Smith the Director had written to Mr. Hibbs referring’ 
to these three specifics and referring to the other instances and 
asking for identification of the instances so that we could check. on 
the details, and of the impasse that was reached on this. T told 
Smith we did not know Mr. Hibbs, that we had been told he was a very 
fair-minded, honorable gentleman; that we of course had had a very 
unfavorable experience on the Pringle case, that had we known Hibbs 
“we would have gone directly to him. 


I told Smith I had talked to Blossom and Blossom had told me 
to come over and let my hair down. Smith said he would not tell Hibbs 
about the Blossom angle, but felt the thing to do was to call Hibbs 
this afternoon and report to him exactly what I had reported to Smith. 
I told him there was no objection to this. He further stated this was 
the first word he had heard on the alleged Alsop articles, that he 
was of the opinion if Alsop had been commisstoned by the Post to do an 
article on the Bureau he would know about it, and felt if anybody 
connected with the Post was using it for the purpose of attacking 
Somebody, this was something Mr. Hibbs should know about.  I.reiterated 
that if Mr. Hibbs had any question. about the Bureau we would be more 
than happy to have him, Beverly Smith, come to the Bureau and we would 
pull out our files and show him exactly what we had done, except of: 
course in a matter dealing with top confidential secrets and that he 
would not erpect this. He stated this certainly was fair enough and 
Should be proof to Ben Hibbs of our sincerity. I told him we would 
not agree to do this with the Alsops in view of their bias and preju- 
dice which was well establishedz that if he wanted documentation on 
the prejudices of the Alsops we would show him in one-two-three order 
what the situation was if he would come over. û 


In other words, I told him we were prepared to back up what 
I had told him, that we could not identify the sources of our informa- 
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tion regarding the articles although we did regard them as reliable. 
Smith said he would do everything he could to work this out to the 
mu tual satisfaction of everyone. I told him we were not raising any 
issue on the right of the Fost to express an opinion, that if they 
thought we were no good they could say so and we would defend their 
right to say it, but we did think if they came out with facts upon 
which their conclusions were based that the facts should be accurate 
and that it was inconceivable that the Fost would want anything else. 


Smith further stated that, "You know how I feel toward your 
boss and your organization. I'll do everything I can." I feel that 
Smith is sincere and conscientious and I would be inclined to believe 
him. He said he would endcavor to call me this afternoon after he 
talked to Hibbs and if for any reason he did not talk to Hibbs this 
afternoon he would certainly do it first thing Monday. 
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FROM : L. B. Nichols I ፖ 


M SUBJECT: 
| ; | : ሆታ l tarim 
Beverig/smizj called. He had talked to Bem bbs, i. 212225 
the editor of the Saturday Evening Post, and had discussed the êlê Roon — 
matter that I had discussed with him earlier today. He said . 1155 sal 
Hibbs told him that our information was partly right and partly 



















wrong; that for the past year the Post has been considering doing IN 
an article or articles on the FBI and the Director; that the 
assignment was offered to a verij reputable veteran reporter in the ES 






approximately a couple of weeks ago Hibbs talked to Josep ryan, 
about doing an article or articles. Bryan has it under eration 
and has not given an answer as to whether or not he will do it. 

omi th stated Bryan was the collaborator with Admiral Halsey on the 
articles he ran in the Saturday Evening Post recently; that he is 

the nephew of the owner of the Richmond papers; that his uncle 

at one time was the Chancellor of the University of Virginia; that - 
he has a reputation of being an excellent writer, very objective 

7 and very fair. ۱ . 


New York area who turned it down because he was £oo ae 
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Smith stated Hibbs did not indicate any animosity against 
the FBI; that he ts now convinced that at least the article or | 
| articles will be jair; that the articles might be tough. I asked 
| him what he meant by this and he said highly objective, reflecting: 
different vieupoints but that still the articles would be Jair. 
| I told him that, of course, was all that we asked jor. I told him 
that, of course, we would not object to anybody's writing anything 
about us so long as it was true and fair as we had nothing to conceal. 
I told him if Ur. Bryan accepted the assignment and if at any time 
we could be of assistance to him we would be most appreciative of 
hts contacting us; that if he does have anything of a derogatory 
or critical nature we would like a bill of particulars and in turn 
would give him a bill of particulars. 


Pats i A 


Smith stated there would be no trouble with a person like 
Bryan who was Associate Editor of the Post for many years and, who 
at one time was editor oj Town and Country Magazine. 
Hibbs Said & kS o şa were N 3*۵ by, 
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` Mr. Pornim ton- 2g 
FBI RICHMOND 10-8-47 ۱ — A ም መሚ 2 
uiis c Mr. Pie “ር 
DIRECTOR FBI URGENT putes d 
i 
IMMEDIATE ATTENTION ASSISTANT DIRECTOR L. B. NICHOLS 


(an, 
JCSEPH BRYAN, III gid a FORTYTUO YEARS OF AGE, IS THE SON 


JOSEPH BRIAN, 111, 
OF MR AND MRS J, ST.GEORGEVBRYAN, BEING BORN RICHMOND, VIRGINIA. 2 


HIS FATHER IS DECEASED AND MOTHER PRESENTLV RESIDES PRESTWOULD 
BRYAN WAS کش متس‎ EDUCATED EPISCOPAL HIGH 


|... = = waku man - g. 


APAREMENTS RICHMOND, 
SCHOOL, A PRIVATE AND EXCLUSIVE SCHOOL, LATER GRADUATING PRINCETON 


UNIVERSITY. HE THEN BECAME A REPORTER FOR THEVÉTCHMOND. NEWS. که‎ 
BRYAN, SR., IS PRINCIPAL STOCKHOLDER 


HIS SON, D. 







LEADER OF WHICH HIS UNCLE, D. TENNAN 
LIKEWISE BEING PRESIDENT OF THE RICHMÓND NEWSPAPERS, INC. 


TENNANT BRYAN, JR., WAS ELECTED TO THE PRESIDENCY OF THE RICHMOND 
THE FATHER OF JOSEPH 





NEUSPAPERS, INC. UPON THE DEATH OF HIS FATHER. 
BRYAN, III LIKEWISE WAS A STOCKHOLDER IN THE RICHMOND NEWSPAPERS, INC. 


AND UPON HIS DEATH SCME OF HIS FATHERS STOCK WAS PASSED ON TC JOSEPH 


BRYAN, III, HE IS PRESENTLY A SMALL STO ER IZZX IN THE RICHMOND j 


NEWBPAPERS, INC, AFTER u ሸበ A REPORTER on! TEBA ICE AD TEU 
AME EDITOR OR is MALES OF 








g جع‎ FOR SEVERAL VEARS, HE I 

QUOTE TON AND COUNTRYUNQUOTE AFTER WHICH HE BECAME AN ASSISTANT ê | 

Bj BR ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF THE SATURDAY EVENING POST, HE LATÊ BECAME A 

g FREE LANCE WRITER, HE IS MARRIED AND HAS TWO qerase d S MOTHER-IN-LAI | 

Š 585.4 A MILEJNEX, AND AS A/RESULT OF THIS MARRIAGE JOSEPH BRYAN, III ۱ | 
NEANÎ! 


Sy 
IS INDEPENDENTLY CPU TENA WEALTHY, RESIDING AT HILLSDALE OR DOYLESDALE, ۱ 
`x i 








PAGE TWO 


DURING THE WAR BRYAN BECAME A LIEUTENANT IN THE U S NAVY, ASSIGNED TO 
COMBAT INTELLIGENCE. HE WAS STATIONED ON THE USS LEXINGTON. AS A“ 
RESULT OF THIS ASSIGNMENT HE HAS WRITTEN HIS BEST BOOK QUOTE MISSION. 
BEYOND DARKNESS UNQUOTE, HE HAS LIKEWISE WRITTEN THE LIFE OF ADMIRAL 
HALSEV. JOSEPH BRYAN, 111 IS CHARACTERIZED AS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO WAS 


BORN QUOTE WITH A SILVER SPOON IN HIS MOUTH UNQUOTE, LIVED IN AN 





¿yaa — 
UNREALISTIC WORLD, UNAWARE OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS OF THE: 
TIME, MOVING IN QUOTE CAFE SOCIETY UNQUOTE IN NEW YORK, AN INDIVIDUAL 
WHO ENJOYED AND APPRECIATED A GOOD TIME. BRYAN HAS DEVELOPED INTO AN 
EXCELLENT WRITER WHO KNOWS NOTHING ABOUT ORGANIZATIONAL OR ADMINISTRATIVE 
WORK. SOURCE OF INFORMATION BELIEVES THAT HE WOULD WRITE THE OBSERVATIONS 
WHICH HE COULD SEE ON THE SURFACE RATHER THAN TO BE POSSESSED OF THE 
ABILITY TO DIG UNDER AND DEVELOP ANYTHING CONCERNING THE OPERATIONS OF 
ANY ORGANIZATION, IT IS BELIEVED BRYAN WOULD WRITE CRITICALLYEONCERNING 
ANY OBSERVATIONS WHICH HE NOTED TO BE UNDEMOCRATIC OR WHICH DESERVED 





CRITICISM CONCERNING ANY AYE ASSIGNMENT OF HIS. BRYAN IS GIVEN 
MORE TO WRITING OF THE GLORIOUS SIDE RATHER THAN THE ፍ=፻2፳ጅ፲፳፳% 
CRITICAL SIDE OF ANY OPERATION. ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCE OF 
INFORMATION, BRYAN IS BELIEVED TO BE EXTREMELY ETHICAL AND WILL 
MAINTAIN CONFIDENCES. IT WAS FURTHER INDICATED THAT IN ORDER TO 

BEST HANDLE BRYAN TO OUTLINE XWERE EXACTLY WHAT INFORMATION HE SHOULD 


PUBLISH-AND HAVE A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING WITH HIM AS TO THE INFORMATION 


IN UUOJQgs 
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PAGE THREE ` | L 
THAT HE COULD NOT PUBLISH. BRYAN IS THE TYPE OF INDIVIDUAL THAT LIKES 
TO BE THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION IN THE PREVAILING QUOTE CAFE SOCIETY 
UNQUOTE IN NEU YORK. HE IS BELIEVED TO BHEXTREMELY CONSERVATIVE, 
HIS POLITICAL VIEWS BEING DEMOCRATIC. HE HAS LIVED AND SURVIVED BY THE 
CAPITALISTIC SYSTEM AND IS NOT INCULCATED WITH ANY FOREIGN ISMS. HIS 
IEXEXXX LOYALTY TO THE UNITED STATES IS UNQUESTIONED, ACCORDING TO OUR 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION. BRYAN PRESENTS A STRIKING PERSONAL APPEARANCE, 
BEING EXTREMELY TALL AND ል FASHION PLATE UR IN HIS DRESS. HE IS TO 
APPEAR IN RICHMOND ON OCTOBER TEN FOR A SPEECH AT MILLER AND RHOADS 
DEPARTMENT ኗሯ8መመጻ5ጻ% STORE IN CONNECTION WITH AUTHORS DAY. IN THE EVENT 
FURTHER INFORMATION IS DESIRED, KINDLY ADVISE. 

BROWN 
END 
410PM OK FBI WASH DC CCW 
V 
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FROM : L. B. Nichols t SEA 

j ir. Ladd 

ve, memi dn HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 7 T 
| DATE//28,/ex BY seucskle ^ = 
i a —— 
The Bureau files contain no references to Bryan, — ኒዲ 
nor is there a biographical writeup in "Who's Who." Navy a ei ua 
Department records reflect that he was born on April 30, — 


1904, at Iq burn, Henri County, Virginia. He attended Episcopal 
High School in Alexandria, Virginia, Princeton University, from 
which e received an A. B. degree in 1927. His father is J. St. 
Georggxprüan. 

On graduation from Princefon, he was appointed a second 
lieutenant in the field'artillery reserve. On July 21, 1932, he 
was re-appointed a second‘lieutenant. On August 8, 1932, he was * 
appointed a first lieutenant. On July 17, 1937, he was discharged 
asa first lieutenant for failure to reply to an official communi- 
cation, with the comment that no moral turpitude was involved. 


In 1927 Bryan was a feature writer for the Fast Africa 
Standard. From 1928 to 1932. was an editorial writer, reporter 
and assistant editor for tchmond Leader. His uħcle, inci- 
dentally, owned this paper. "He also worked in this period for 
the Chicago Journal and Time Magazine. From 1983 to 159397 Ke was 
managing editor for Town and Country. From 1987 to 1940 he was 
associate editor of the Saturday Evening Post. He then became a 
free-lance writer and has contributed articles to Life ) Magazine, 
Fortune and others. He has traveled extensively in Europe, hast 
Asta and Africa. His wife is Kotherinejpurns of the Whitney-family 


in New York. He makes His home at - — D. 1, Doylestown, Penn- 
Sylvanian | ê ኋን ! yan 1 


On May 7, 1942, he was commissioned a lieutenant in the 
Navy and reported to the Naval Air Station at Quonset Point, Rhode 
Island. On December 24, 1942, he was assigned to the southwest 
Pacific. On October 17, 1944, he was promoted to lieutenant com- 
mander and on June 1, 1945, reported to the office of public re- 
lations in Washington. on February 5, 1946, he was released to 
inactive duty. There is ی‎ ory for his record. 


t — 
. Ridhmpnd Office aD ° Aton 42 P26 > 
` Bryan's father he iwhehited his father's s Tus the Richmond 
Newspapers,’ Trio. and ， ¿s prese e, Ay i ee T Ais 
nother-inzlawi cip ja Whttney andy result g af He José ge he is 


` independentiffbesifju. 
During the war he was stationed on the yt carrier 





Lexington and wrote his best book, "Mission Beyond Dajġħess.' He, 


of course, was the writer of Admiral Halsey's TA the 
۱ Q 


pw Evening Post. 
0 E 4 ዐ፻ር 19197 ፋታ 
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Bryan has been characterized as one who was born with 
G silver spoon in his mouth, who has lived in an unrealistic 
world unaware of the social and economic conditions of the time 
moving in cafe society in New York. He is described as an indi- 
` vidual who enjoys and apprectates a good time. He is an excellent 
writer but knows nothing about ታው... . or administrative 
work. 


/ 

Jaot/WNise, general manager of tie Richmond papers, e 
advised that Bryan would write the A which he could sge 
on the surface rather than to dig under and develop anything con- , 
cerning operations of an organization. The opinion was expressed 
that Bryan would write critically concerning any observations 
which he noted to be undemocratic or which deserved criticism 
concerning any assignment of his; however, he is given more to 
writing on the glorious rather than the critical side of any: 

. operation. He is described as being extremely ethical and can 
maintain confidences. It was pointed out that.the best way to 
handle Bryan is to outline exactly what information he should pub- 
lish and have a clear understanding with him as to the information 
he could not publish. He is the type of individual who likes to 
be the center of attraction in the prevailing "cafe societu' in 
New York. He ts said to be extremely conservative. He has lived 
and survived by the capitalist system and has not been inculcated 
with any foreign isms. His loyalty to the United States is un- 
questioned. . Heis said to make a striking personal appearance, 
being extremely tall and a fashion plate in the manner of his dress. 


ኣሪ "EP | 
Sumneff'Blossom has informed me that Bryan is an excellent 
writer, is very fair, objective, and we should erii the” 
with him. This opinion has been erpressed bu Bever iżh, the 
Washington editor of the Saturday Evening Post, as well as h i s- 
assistant, Hr. Morrow. 





h 


Sam McKee knows the Bryan: family. He has met Joseph 
Bryan III a number of years ago and say's he has an excellent reputa- 


tion. McKee has a relative at Doylestown, Hen ryer of the Bryer 
tce Cream Company, who may know Bryan there and might. be of 
assistance. 


I talked to ሸው ውኝ who formerlu was in the public 
relations office of the Department and is now at the State Depart- 
ment. He knows Bryan personally. He says Bryan is very witty. He 
tn the past has gone for the amusing side of things although he 
tends to be a wise guy and is on the cynical side. ፲ explained 
the situation to Jack Patterson off the record; he has always been 
very friendly. Patterson said that Bryan has never been known to 
do a smear job and he does not believe that Bryan would permit 
himself to be put in the role of doing a smear job although he 


would be critical if he felt the facts justified it- Patterson 
— 
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Memorandum to Mr. 203 508 


thought that the thing to do with Bryan was to be very factual 
and lay the cards on the table. He thought there should be no 
question about Bryan's maintaining any confidences. 

| When Bryan arrives at the Bureau at 10 o'clock Monday 
morning I contemplate taking him on a tour and then we will en- 
deavor to be very factual and objective with him. At the earliest 
opportunity T will let you know how the situation is going in the 
event the Director wants to set up the appointment from 10 o'clock 
Tuesday to some time on Monday afternoon. I had previously told 
Snith that it was doubtful whether the Director would be in town. 
When I called him back to tell him about the 10 o'clock appointment 
I told him the Director had rearranged his schedule and now found 
that he could keep the appointment at 10 o'clock. Should the 
necessity arise to say something I will merely tell Bryan that 

a situation arose which necessitated the Director's returning 

ahead of schedule. 


Sab ı ibi N2 — l 

T am n5 Separate memorandum on specific points 
which might be raised inasmuch as these constitute pretty much the 
sum total of the criticism that is likely to be directed at me 
Bureau. 


LBN:hme | v u 
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FROM : L. B. Fenols pe ^t ^ ASSIFIED 2 


2 SUBJECT:  JOSEPISTPYAN, up j: 06/6۵۲ zl ዴራ ۹/04 pî f f z 





" 
X Jor record purposes, I desire to record that Joseph 
۷ 2d called at ihe Bureau last Monday afternoon, 
` 4, October 18, 1947. In our preliminary conversation he told me 
p that he had been very much interestod in ihe Bureau over a 

2 period of tine, but knew nothing about the Buredu or the Directonriżrcept- 
what he had read in the ee A He told me quite frankly that he had he 





been tn Richmond the previous weekend; that he kad discussed the FBT 
with both Richmond papers and that both were very high in their praise 
of the work the Bureau has done and the character oy the people. and: 
‘were quite commendatory about the Bureau's achievements. I told him 
that we, of course, were always glad to lend our cooperation to a 
legitimate writer representing a legitimate publication. 2 asked him 
quite frankly tf he was familiar with the discussions we had had with 
ጎ the Tashingġton editors of the Post. He stated he was not. I then 
laid the cards on the table regarding the contemplated plans of the 
Alsops, of our reluctance in view of their inability to be objective. 
and fair. I took a little time and outlined some of the comments the 
Alsops had made and the facts. I told him quite jrankly that we had 
been Just a little apprehensive in.view of the attitude of the Post in 
times Jone by. . Bryan, and this I thought was a very good indication, 
jlared up a little and said there were a few things he would like to 
make clear. irst of all, he stated, he was not wedded to the Post 
and the Post did not dictate the manner in which he was to write; 
that he was fortunately in the position where he was in suj ficient 
demand to write what he wanted to write the way he wanted to write it, 
and that he ‘souldpromise us one thing at the very beginning - that he 
would not write anything that was not true and that nothing would be 
printed until we had first seen what he had written; that while he 
might express a conclusion we might not agree with, nevertheless, he ۳ 
would welcome our criticism and observations and that if anything he | 
put into the story was factually E he wo wld change i 
a u$ Oc - 
de stated he had not as yet ag i An MA e Dudu fd qû Evening 
.. Post to do the series as he was ی‎ Bûn Ë oni until 
| he could see us and could know the nature 


he would 
receive from us. He then referred to dan sp E GL; his 
ሄ 


agreement with Holsey at the very outset wa he would write nothing 


















| except that which was true; thet he would not write anything which 
EI cast a re; lection on the Naval Service: d! mut Dut 







into direc zote which Halse authorize. 


፡ appreciate' دج"‎ QS Maġi he could” 
not do the series Guested unless he had our jull cooperation; that 
: sted what he thought was a good repuéation yoxQWeeping a 
mat he has never broken a conjidence; that ounce ay there 
dali oj questions arising wherein it mould be helpful for hin 
ማ 
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BE: JOSEPH BRYAN, III . ve 


to have the answers even though the information furnished could not be 
printed, and whenever we told him something we did not want printed — 
and which was confidential, tt should be so stated. He yurther stated 
that writers at times appear foolish by the nature of the questions 
they ask; that he frankly would ask both the Director and me questions 
which at first blush we might think were quite personal and maybe not 
pertinent. I told him the Director understood that and that all we 
ask ts that we be dealt with fairly and squarely and that we in turn 
would deal fairly and squarely. ፲ told him we had nothing to conceal; 
that we were a human organization and we did make mistakes; that 
hindsight is always better than foresight; that we did not mind being 
criticized for that we did which deserved criticism, but that, frankly, 
we did not like to be criticized for something we did not do. He 
stated this was normal and he did not anticipate there would be any 
difficulty. 


He stated he would want to devote considerable study to the 
Bureau and he thought there would be at least 3 articles - namely, 2 
on the Bureau and one on the Director, and that it would not be possible 
for him to write a well-rounded, objective piece unless he got material 
both from the Bureau and from those opposed to the Bureau. He started 
out bj asking what newspaper, prejerably in New York, had been most 
objective tn handling the Bureau and stated that he would not go to an 
unfriendly newspaper. I told him that the New York Times had always 
been very objective in handling the Bureau; that at times it had 
expressed editorial approval, and at other times it had raised question. 
He further stated he would like to go to some of Mr. Hoover's enemies 
and that he would be glad to have a list that we would suggest. He stated 
that obviously he should see the Alsops, but h x 
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š o E quite 
frankly and off-the-record that in his opinion —— n from the 









Alsops was probably a pretty good recomme Gatton; ghat the” Algops were 





good writers, but’ thatfhe personally detested JocK{Alsop. Prior to 
leaving I ይይ ያህ pith the Join ist o 2839 8 2 
STe درا‎ ۲ T ISo P » 
Alsop Brothers Jim Wezchsler ^ 
RogerpeBaldwin' Jame Burns (AFGE) | 


VestbrookMegler ` i 125 qr 2r çen 
I. F. Stone te nét r auf'o rd 


| ResCollier — ያፒ 二 
reak Collie Mor Ris ek nés 


I told him a little bit about all of them. He stated he 
thought this was d very objective list. He asked if the Director kept 
a scrapbook which would furnish him with a list oj newspaper clippings. 
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RE: JOSEPH BRYAN, III Í 


I evaded this question at the time but after the Director approved this 
idea Miss Gandy furnished me with the 1946 clippings which I exhibited 
to him and I told him we would be glad to make the clippings available. 
4 further told Bryan if he wished we would be glad to give him an 
ojjice and a typewriter and he could write here at the Bureau and if 
questions arose he could put them to us and if the question necessitated 
research we could compile the information at the time: This seemed to 
please Bryan and he stated that he would be very glad to take advantage 
of this offer. It frankly is my idea that the closer we can keep Bryan 
to the Bureau, the more voluminous information we can jürnish him, the 
less he will be seeking it from bootleg sources. 





I then started out on tour with him on Monday afternoon and 
Tuesday from 10:00 to 1:00. In the course oj the tour we covered 
rather thoroughly this building. It was not possible to cover Quantico, 
the Identification Building or the Field Office. #2 spent approzimately 
two hours u$ th the Director on J'onday afternoon. It was rather 
interesting in that Bryan had told a friend of his that he would meet 
him at 5:00 o'clock. It was approximately 6:15 when we left the 
Director's Office. Even though I had reminded him of the 5:00 o'clock 
appointment, he had lost track completely of the time. 


Bryan 58 a very conservative and somewhat reticent individual. 
He had warmed up considerably during the session with the Director. In. 
the course of the conversation with the Director I pointed out the 
agreement that Bryan had made about printing nothing except that which 
was true and letting us see the material. He reaffirmed this in the 
Director's presence. I jurnished him with detailed copies of our Annual 
Reports jor the past 4 years; with recent copies of the Director's 
speeches and our booklets. As he was getting ready to leave he‘ stated 
he had some other loose ends to clean up and that he would probably be 
baci the first or second week in November. At that time we were still 
thinking the picture Gould be in production by that time and I told hin 
Jrancély that I doubted if I would be available then. ‘He then stated 
he mould start in on the 20th if it was definite I would not be here. 
Z told hin I would let hin know by the end of the week.  Jpon recetpt 
oy the information as to the starting date in January, I called Bryan 
Saturday morning and told him my plans had been changed and I would be 
available at least until around the yjirst of the year. He stated he 
would now yet busy and mate his plans; that he might come down this 
week but as soon as he ascertained and made up his plans he would 
communicate with us. ۱ 


T am confident that the Director's session with Bryan was very 
much worthwhile and while maybe I am overly optimistic, I wouldn't be a 
bit surprised if we didn’t get a series out of this that would do more 


_good than harm. One question came up which I would like to set forth 
tn the event he i 
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RE: JOSEPH BRYAN, 7 


should bring it up with the Director: Sometime during the conversation 
with the Director he told the Director he was still a Naval Officer. 

The Director replied, "I know." He asked me how the Director knew he 
was still a Naval Officer. ZI told him when the situation first came ~ 
to our attention about his coming in, I had asked Sane Ke e , who is the 
son of a YMCA Secretary in kichmond, if he knew lr. Bryan. Sam recalled 
having met ir. Bryan years ago, knew him by reputation and knew of his 
family. I described Sam's physical appearance to Bryan and he. said, 
"I'll be damned," as he remembered Sam. ፲ then told him Sam had sent 

in a clipping from one of the Richmond papers covering his lecture - 

on Friday, the 10th, and that this clipping contained quite a biographical 
sketch, and that undoubtedly the Director had seen this clipping. 
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: 
፲ 2 š tem. za Mr. Tolson 
FROM : L. B. Nichols Hep በ AB) ur. Clegg — — 
" | - pa / sê Kh i pon 
While making plans to go to the Coast last week andi: rem 
before my plans were changed, I called Jo se pr yan III on Tele; Roon — 
` Wednesday evening to tell him that I م۳۳99‎ iye out o wise 201555 
= town this week and I wanted to check with him on his plans. 
| He was very appreciative of the call but stated that he was going to 
write me the first thing in the morning, which of course he would not 
à do now as it would not be-necessary; that another matter has arisen 
- that tha Saturday Evening Post is insisting that he handle immediately, 


and it wilt probaisy be the last of December or early in January before 
| he can get on the PBI series. He stated that there is no rush on the 

۱ FBI series, that the Post wants him to take all of the time that he „anu 
| needs in order to do justice to the subject, and that just as ዕር | 
as he completed his present assignment he would be in touch with us. 

I told him if he happened to be in Washington between now and then to 


be sure and let me know. 
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— 
Mr. Joseph Bryan, III 
Doylestown, Pennsylvania 


Dear Hr. Bryans 


F I have your letter of February 25th, 
4 and naturally the Bureau regretted that your 

| assignments will deprive us of the pleasure of 

working with you ona story pertaining to the 
FBI's activities, ven though you will be pre- 
cluded from doing this series, I hope that some 
T time when you are in sashington we may have the 

^ pleasure of saying hello to you. 


With reference to the naterial whieh 
was furnished you, if you would have any use for 
iċ, tt will be perfectly satisfactory for you to 

> retain 1t for your files. Since the matter may 
be reassigned, however, it is suggested you may 
wish to return the material to me. I 


$ ith best wishes and kind regards, 


Sincerely yours, 
L. B. Nichols 
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Dear Mr. Nichols: ۱ ዓን. e [3 R /# /ሃ IIL 


Most reluctantly, I havê been 


forced to abandon my hopes and plans of writing 
the series on the FBI. Since i last had the 
pleasure of seeing you, and Mrolloover; one assign- 
ment after another has been handed me —each marked 


ግ tRushl'l— with the result that 3ቴ would be unfair 
to both the Bureau and the Saturday Evening Post 
series any Longer, when 1 


for me to reserve this 
have no idea how soon I could give it the concen” 
trated attention that it deserves. i have already 


explained my decision to the Post, so it remains 
only for me to thank you and Mr sioover for your 


great courtesy and to express my regrets for nav- 
ing monopolized your time to no avail. 


۲ can at least assure you of this 


meh —that my visits to the Bureau have gained 
it end its officers a vociferously devoted admirer in أ‎ 
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25 February 1948. 
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i PS: Should I return the docum@its you were kind 
ff enough to lend me, or should I give them to the 
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Post for loan to their new assignee? 
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| ርው n March 28, 1950 
| Honorable Edward Allen Tanm ۱ | ۱ "HIE | 
j Judge — © 5 E | 


United States District Court 
for the District of M ን. 
Washington 1, De G, : 


Dosep ۷۹9 an ጄ aha: Gal ã ር 


I appreciate uu ne. Mr, Neil Vander- 
bilt's letter of March ll, و1950‎ to me. 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 


“~ 一 “一 -一 一 ~ 一 一 一- 


Dear Ede 


- = 


۱ The information he furnished concerning the 
group and the individual he named, will be given appro- 


priate attention and ۲ am dropping him a note to thank 
him for his action. 





Sincerely yours, i E i "m 


i Edgar Hoover 
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. . 

KI 
4 “ 
eo» ۰ 
۰ 
. À ۳ 
. ج‎ 
Ld 


Major Cornelius Vanderbilt, Jr. | 
711 North Beverly: ` 5 E ۱ ie aj 2 
Beverly Hills, Califomia Tu MUN 





Dear Neil; ۳ (ቁር. ph 45 L 7 n. The l 


Judge Tamm; has referred to me your etter ^ li 


Umm, 


Ae dated March 1l, 1950, and I did want to write this 
note to thank you for furnishing the data you related. 





I appreciate having thisinformation made available 


f 


to me. 
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With kind regards, RÊ . da 
Sincerely yours, | | 
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TO : Mr. Nicho DATE: April 17, 1953 


„aoga CONFIDENTIAL 


FROM ? É 
SUBJECT: LEWIS STEENROD THOMPSON * 
ALSO KNOWN AS "PINKY" THOMPSON : P 
„l Joss) SLEVIN > 
p SVNOPSIS: 一 、 


Lewis S. Thompson, Jr., aka "Pinky" Thompson born 
March 15, 1904, New York City. Father multimillionaire World 
War I hero who was large stockholder in Standard 011. His 
mother was reported to be very prominent person in Republican 
politics. Graduated from Princeton 1926 and was suspended -one 
week tn 1923 at Princeton for drinking in dormitory. Served on 
Board of Managers, New Jersey State Prison 1936 and has been 
member of American Prison Association since 1936. Bureau 
applicant investigations of Thompson favorable, reflecting him 
to be millionaire who is ambitious, capable and loyal. He has 
been employed by Standard Oil Company and during World War II 
worked for Office of Production Management, War Production 


Board, and Combined: Production and Resources Board in Washington, 


and for Mission for Economic Affairs, London, England. Native 
of New Jersey, he resided in 1950 at 3111 N Street, Northwest 


and was last known to be president of BEG SE ንንን ን LON Company , 


Washington, D. C. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols | April 17, 1953 


CONFIDZATIAL 


In accordance with your instructions, this memorandum 
briefly summarizes pertinent information in Bufiles regarding 
Lewis S. Thompson, Jr., believed to be identical with the 
"Pinky" Thompson whom you described as being affiliated with 
qir conditioning in Washington, D. C. 


BASIS: 





Lewis S. Thompson, Jr. was the subject of two 
applicant-type investigations by the Bureau, one in 1941, the. 
other in early 1950. These investigations reflected the 
following information. 


Thompson was born March 15, 1904, in New York City. 
He is the son of a World War T hero, now deeeased, who was a 
multimillionaire stockholder:.in the Standard Oil Company of 
New Jersey. His mother, Geraldine Thompson, was described as 
being very prominent in the Republican Party. 


Thompson attended Princeton University 1922-26, 
rating well scholastically and receiving the A.B. degree. 
In 1923 he was suspended from the university for one week for 
drinking intoxicants in the dormitory. He was a member of the 
football team and was commissioned a second lieutenant in the 
Princeton ROTC. Reportedly Thompson was a heavy drinker in 
his college days, who settled down after he graduated. 


He was married in 1928 but divorced his first wife 
and. was remarried in 1933. He has three children. Persons 
interviewed described Thompson as being very wealthy but as 
being hard working, ambitious, capable, efficient, and loyal 
to the United States. It was noted that in 1936 he was on 
the Board of Managers of the New Jersey State Prison and has 
been a member of the American Prison Association since 1936. 
The investigations of him were most favorable. (62-62145 and 
118-6185) 


The application form which Thompson executed for the 
Central Intelligence Agency in June, 1950, revealed the following 
employments: | 


1926-46 - Standard 0tl Company (In this capacity he 
worked tn vartous Standard Oil offices throughout the United 
States and was assistant tq the president of Stanco Incorporated, 
Standard Oil affiliate. )( U 
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Memorandum to Mr. Nichols April 17, 1953 


CONFIDENTIAL 


1941-42 - Office of Production Management, Washington, 
D. و0۰‎ as an industrial consultant at $1.00 per year; 


1942-43 - War Production Board as a special assistant 
.under Donald M. Nelson; 


i 1943-45 ፦ Combined Production and Resources Board, 
Washington, D. C., as special assistant; 


1943-44 ~ Mission for Economic Affairs in London, 
England, as an erecutive officer (He was U. S. representative 
of the Combined Production and Resources Board in London.); 


1947-pr nt - President of Briggs Filtration Company, 
Washington, D. C. u 


It was noted that Thompson has lived.in the vicinity 
of Red Bank, New Jersey, most of his life; however, in recent 
years he has resided im Washington, D. C., and in 1950 uas 
living at 3111 N Street, Northwest, Washington, D. C. In 1950 
he stated he was president of the Briggs Filtration Company, 
Washington, D. C., which has been described as a manufacturer 
of oil filters. A pretert telephone call placed to that firm 
disclosed that the company manufactures filters for the 
conditioning of air. 


In addition to the above information, Bufiles show 
that in 1942 an automobile which was registered to Lewis 
Thompson was seen at the house where Madame Helene Jules-Henri, 
subject of an Espionage - F investigation, resided. The 
occupants of the automobile registered to Thompson were seen 
to enter the house where Madame Jules-Henri was living. 
(65-41770-48 ) 


It could not be determined whether the following 
references pertained to Thompson's mother or his wife: 


In April, 1936, the Director received a very friendly 
and commendatory letter from Charles L. Chute, Executive Director 
of the National Probation Association, New York City. Chute 
invited: the Director to speak at the association's annual 
conference; however, this invitation was declined due to a 
previous engagement. It was noted that Mrs. Lewis S. Thompson 
was listed on the National Probation Association's stationery 
as being a member of the Advisory Committee. (62-40233-151) 

Qua Rake 7۵۶ . GONFADENTIAL 





The Newark Office advised ‘in February, 1939, that 
Mrs. Lewis S. Thompson of Red Bank, New Jersey, was a member 
of the State Board of Institutions and Agencies, an advisory 
group of the Parole and Pardon System in New Jersey. It was 
reported that members of this board were appointed by the 
governor for a term of eight years and that they served without 
salary. (94-7-37-43) 





In June, 1949, Mrs.. Lewis S. Thompson, President of 
the Monmouth, New Jersey, County Organization for Social 
Service, Incorporated, wrote the Bureau to request that a 
firearms demonstration be given at the Sportsman's Field Day 
of the Wayside Rod and Gun Club of Wayside, New Jersey. The 
Director replied that extremely heavy pressure of the Bureau's 
work made it impossible to comply with her request. (94-41131-1) 
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t Mr. Tolson š DATE: June 14, 1955 
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: SUBJECT: JOSEPH BRYAN III ፊፊ“ J. BR 以 IL 








Mea t to Indiana. Sour Wi will definitelv te [Fenner of the results of our 
interview with Bryan. | U31 »سل‎ “አ T As- 2 b. 








ቅ ' 





In this connection, Sourwine has given me an exchange of 
correspondence between Joseph Bryan III and Robert Winston. Bryan, in 

a letter dated June 7, asserts that he had been shown Winston's testimony ` 
before the Senate Committee and would be interested to know how it benefits 






























| 

Winston or the country to take an oath that Bryan is a malicious public slanderer. | 

It concludes by stating mat he had thought that he, ون‎ a was still Winston' 8 ۱ 

ê 

Winston, in a rather lengthy leter of June 9, maintains his | 

| position. He, of course, denies there was any testimony and this is true. E 

he did state that Bryan had made certain statements to him in private, 1 

| He denies that he said Bryan made the statements maliciously; that he did | A^ 
say that if they were true, that he was sure Bryan would be the first man to | 

ments should have a right to the facts and to face Bryan and Winston privately 

before the Committee. In other words, Winston is holding his ground and not 

backing down. RECORDED - 87 ۰ 
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i He denies that he had taken an oath, which is also true. He asserted that 
back them up; and if not true, the man about whom Bryan made these state- 
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COPE- — 6421 22nd Rd. .N. 
Colonel Joseph Bryan, III Arlington 5, Va. 
2808 ۳. ,Street NW , USAFR June 9, 1955 


Washington 7, D. C. 


Dear Joe: 


Thank you for your certified letter of June 7, 1955 for which] 
signed the return receipt you requested. 


You state in your letter: "I have been shown your recent 
testimony before the Senate committee", but after our telephone conversation 
this evening when I called you at your home, I find that you have not seen this 
testimony, but are only repeating portions of it which two FBI Inspectors asked 
me to release and to certify over my signature, and which I refused to do with- 
out the permission of the Sub-Committee before which I testified in closed 
session, For the past week I have been subjected to tremendous pressure to 
reveal my sworn testimony, but I will not do so. | 


Please let me clarify these points: in the course of my assigned 
duties in the Navv'Department I received evidence that certain U.. S. Government 
officials had endorsed and were cooperating with certain magazines--and projects 
endorsed by those magazines--which had been labeled by the Office of Naval 
Intelligence: "examples of insidious enemy psychological warfare aimed at 
undermining the morale of U..S. Armed Forces." You were not involved. I tried to 
bring this matter to the attention of individuals responsible for preventive action, 
and got nowhere. 


J then telephoned Lyle Munson, who worked with us in the CIA and 
whom you personally had recommended to me as a thoroughly reliable and 
patriotic individual with enough guts to testify before the same group I went to. 
Your name did not even come up. . Lyle told me I could place complete trust in 
Jay Sourwine, Counsel for the Committee. I briefed Mr. Sourwine on the 
Situation, Your name was not mentioned during the briefing. He immediately 
arranged for me to testify under oath in executive session for a half-hour hearing 
which turned out to be 2 1/2 hours long. Before and after my testimony I 
stressed its sensitivity and the danger to our country should it be revealed, I 
now urge you to keep this matter from public knowledge, for the same reasons. 


You state: "I would be interested to know how it benefits you, or 
our country, to take an oath that I am a malicious public slanderer." I took no 
such oath. I swore only that I would tell the truth, with God as my witness. My 
testimony did not benefit me in any way. On the contrarv--as I knew in advance 
it would do--it has done me and my family irreparable harm. Whether it benefits 
the country is for others to decide. At least it was given privately, as privileged 
information which I was assured would be revealed only on a need-totknow basis, 
ENCLOSURE 





I did not take an oath that you are "a malicious public slanderer," 
I did state that you had made certain statements to me in private, in vour office, 
in the course of explaining to me why you personally could not visit the FBI 
Obscenity Room and why you wanted the FBI's permission for our two staff artists 
to go there. I did not say that you made these statements maliciously. 1 did 
day that if they were true, I was sure you would be the first man to back them up, 
but that if they were not true, the man about whom you made these statements 
should have the right to the facts and to face you and me privately before the 
Committee. ! | 


I felt this very strongly, because I had just been denied the right 
to face my accusers, to know who they are, or what they have saidabout me which | 
. has smeared my reputation, ended a 20-year career of honorable service with an ożrgar 
organization I love, ruined my whole life, and destroyed the security which haš 
been the basisl-of fifteen years of the happiest marriage I know of. : 
You have a right to face me at any time. If I were in your shoes 
I should have done so immediately, taking it all the way to the Supreme Court 
if anyone blocked my way. Yet I had to call you first. 


Thank you for informing me than an ONI investigator has called 
on-you about me, and that you gave him a favorable report. My neighbors also 
tell me that ONI investigators have been very active in my behalf in the past few 
weeks, 


-Again. let me assure you that I have no personal axe to grind, and 
no grudge against you or anyone else. Furthermore, I will be glad to go back 
before the Committee--preferably in closed session--with you or anyone else 

at any time. Please let me know if I can help you in any way. I am just as 
anxious to clear my good name as I am sure you are. 


Sincerely, . ۱ š 
/5/ Bob 


Robert A. Winston 


C.C, Mr. J. G. Sourwine 





COPY 
J. BRYAN, III 
Washington 7, D. C. 
(Certified mail No. 731093, return receipt requested, 


addressed to Capt RobertA. Winston, USN fRet. b 
6421 22nd Road North, Arlington, Virginia 





Dear Bob: 








I have been shown your recent 
testimony before the Senate committee, 
and I would be interested to know how 
enefits you, or our country, to take 
ith that I am a malicious pelle 
nderer. 
In turn, it may interest you J 
know what I told an investigator from | 
aid that I considered you a 5 





; hard-working, first-rate man. EE 





I had thought that I was still = 3 BÊ 


(signed) Joe. i MA: 


7 June 1955 


Certified:a true copy | i Û 





$ /s/ R, A. Winston x BÛ 
ሯ | R. A. Winston ara 
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— Se, dever had any doubt in his mind but that-Winston.told the- truth. He” DAL ۱ 
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ተም furthermore never had any doubt in his mind but that Bryan was à Hart — 


መመ ae ; as he has tangled with Bryan before in the inquiry made by the Senate i re 
ማው ME ‘Internal Security Subcommittee on the John Paton Davies incident wherein 
par an several left wingers were recommended to the Central Intelligence Agency 
o M ረኣ and that Brvan had attended one of the meetings wherein Davies attended and 
T cui jimade recommendations and then sought to duck out from under it. 

و 
NEE I told Senator Jenner that we had seen Bryan; that Bryan had‏ 
፡ „3 denied that he had ever made such a statement and had written a hand-written‏ 
T . Vetter to the Director reiterating this denial. I told the Senator we just wanted‏ 
A hs him to know of this because one does not like to have these malicious lies‏ 
T P3 $ circulated, Jenner stated he knew this was a lie and that he certainly would‏ 


"ns d not do any circulating. Sourwine had already reported developments to Jenner 
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